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A Message From 
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Dear friends,

In my first year at God’s Love, we cooked and delivered 670,000 meals 
annually. Now, 16 years later, we look to hit the 3.5 million meal mark. 
And while we’re extremely proud of this achievement, and thankful for 
all the donors and volunteers who make it possible, this phenomenal 
growth is putting a great strain on our beloved headquarters, the 
Michael Kors Building. 

We have essentially run out of space – space for cold and dry storage, 
meal packaging, desks and even volunteer lockers. As we grow, we 
remain committed to our core principles of never having a waiting 
list and never charging our clients or their families for their meals. To 
do this, we’re getting creative as we also pursue a long-term, more 
permanent solution. For instance, thanks to our wonderful friends at 
City Harvest, we have relocated our shipping program and some of 
our Brooklyn routes to their new home, the Cohen Community Food 
Rescue Center. Additionally, we are partnering with Citymeals on 
Wheels to pack our shelf-stable emergency summer meals. With warm 
weather on the way, these meal kits ensure our clients have food in the 
event of a heat wave or power outage.

We are thrilled to announce new additions to our volunteer leadership 
team. Please join us in welcoming Alexander Bussenger, William Li, 
and Gabrielle McGee to our Board of Directors, and Cindy Secunda to 
our Board of Trustees!

If you enjoy our events, I hope you’ll join us at the beautiful home of 
Neil Patrick Harris and David Burtka for the 2023 Midsummer Night 
Drinks. Also, stay tuned for more announcements about our new 
summer headliner the God’s Love Open: A Golf, Tennis, and Pickleball 
event, to take place on August 14 at the Westchester Country Club. I’ll 
see you on the 19th hole.

However you enjoy your summer, I hope you stay safe and healthy. 
Thank you for your support!

David Ludwigson
President & CEO
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V O L U N T E E R S

Celebrating Our 14,000 Volunteers!

E V E N T S

Young Hearts Helping God’s Love Bloom

During National Volunteer Week, we celebrated our community of 
volunteers. God’s Love We Deliver is fueled by the hands and hearts of 
more than 14,000 volunteers and 440 corporate, student, and community 
groups who power our mission every day. 

The festivities ensued all week long, as volunteers spun a wheel for 
various prizes, and God’s Love Pastry Chef Dorothy Auer baked special 
treats. Thank you to Tony’s Chocolonely, Bombas, Centric Brands, 
L’Oréal, Delta Air Lines, Melba’s Restaurant, and the New York Mets for 
donating appreciation gifts and vouchers.

The kitchen was also visited by celebrity volunteers Ari Shapiro and Miss 
Universe R’Bonney Gabriel. The bakery welcomed Richard Kind, Alex 
Michaels/Alexis Michelle, Victoria Brito, Candace Bushnell, L Morgan Lee, 
Stellene Volandes, Claudia Oshry, Sam Leicht, Jared Reinfeldt, and Zack 
Calderon for a cake decorating party as Chef Dorothy baked our 70,000th 
birthday cake!

Thank you to Yolanda, Roberto, 
Shaine, Annalee, Rich, and Jesse 
from the Volunteer Department 
for managing our volunteers not 
only just during National Volunteer 
Week, but all year long as well. 

Thank you to our outstanding 
volunteers for helping us continue 
to always serve our neighbors. 
We say it all the time, but we 
simply couldn’t do this work 
without you.

To learn more about  
volunteer opportunities,  
visit glwd.org/volunteer.

Young Hearts, a collection of community-minded youth who are 
engaged in volunteerism and philanthropy events, have been 
busy bees this spring giving back to God’s Love and ensuring 
our birthday card supply is always well-stocked.

The kitchen hosted a plethora of high schoolers fulfilling service 
learning requirements. Hats off to Stephen Gaynor School for 
partnering with God’s Love for their Week of Service, to Trinity 
School and Riverdale Lower School for volunteering with us for 
their service days, and to the third-grade class from P.S. 107 for 
visiting us on their Field Trip Friday. Earlier this spring, students 
from LREI also helped clean up our tulip beds to make room for 
the herb garden.

A highlight of the season was our event, Plant & Play. Attendees 
painted flower pots, learned about the different herbs we grow 
on our rooftop, and created vegetable pasta bowls. We are 
thrilled that the next generation is learning the importance of 
giving back! 

If you know someone under the age of 18 who would like to get 
involved, visit glwd.org/younghearts.

BLOOMBERG VOLUNTEERS DURING 
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

 BIRTHDAY BAKE SALE PARTY

RIVERDALE LOWER SCHOOL SERVICE DAY

THURSDAY AFTERNOON KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS

STUDENTS DECORATED FLOWER POTS AND MADE VEGGIE BOWLS AT PLANT & PLAY
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C L I E N T  S T O R Y: 

Meet Nils & Efraim

Nils grew up in West Los Angeles as the oldest of four brothers in a 
family of attorneys. After losing his father in 1979 when Nils was a 
teenager, he ventured to the East Coast and has lived in New York City 
ever since. Here, he met his partner, Efraim, an immigrant from Israel. 

Nils’s career spanned industries: over the years he designed home 
furnishing fabrics and furniture and rented and sold properties as a real 
estate broker. In his free time, he enjoyed taking in the arts. Meanwhile, 
Efraim led a successful taxi driving service. All of this changed when Nils 
lost his ability to work due to illness.

About five years ago, Nils, who has heart disease and diabetes, lost 
his eyesight due to a stroke. After this incident, so many of his passions 
such as visiting museums and art shows were no longer feasible. Nils is 
mobile via a wheelchair and walker and relies on Efraim as his primary 

caregiver. After struggling with daily tasks such as preparing meals, Nils’ 
social worker introduced them to the services of God’s Love We Deliver.

Last year, Nils and his partner both had strokes on the same day, 
Efraim’s birthday, one after another. Upon returning home after his 
stroke, Efraim also became a God’s Love client after having received 
meals as a caregiver.

“I used to love to cook but can’t see to do so now, and would probably 
burn down the whole building if I tried,” Nils quipped.

They both appreciate how their meals and the program in general 
accommodate their specific needs. “I get our deliveries before Shabbat, 
which is nice,” Efraim said. “Our RDN was able to get us meals with no 
pork. The food is wholesome and good and nutritious.”

Efraim usually accepts the couple’s deliveries, and said the delivery 
drivers and volunteers who bring their meals for the week could not 
be nicer.

“They take their jobs seriously, 
and are always so nice when 
delivering. What you do for people 
is unbelievable. I tell all of the people 
I used to work with about you and 
they can’t believe it either!” – Efriam
Thank you for all of the support you provide to care for our clients and 
their family members. Thanks to you, we’ll always deliver.

P O L I C Y:  

A Special Visit in Support of Veterans
In April, God’s Love We Deliver welcomed the Honorable Denis 
McDonough, U.S. Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and New York Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), as part of our partnership with the federal 
government to support medically tailored meals for individuals living 
with illness, and our CONNECTED program serving former U.S. military 
service members..

God’s Love We Deliver has served veterans since its founding in 1985, 
but recognizing the distinctive needs of the population, with seed money 
from craigslist founder Craig Newmark, we launched our CONNECTED 
program in 2021 to meet the unique needs of the veteran community 
who are so often impacted by food and nutrition insecurity, severe 
illness, and behavioral issues such as PTSD, bipolar disorder, severe 
depression, and others.

The Secretary and Senator were accompanied by Glenn Johnson, 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, OCLA; Dr. Christine Going, 
National Food Security Program Coordinator, Food Security Office; and 
Caitlin Celardo, National Social Work Program Manager, Food Security Office. They were also joined by Viviana DeCohen, Commissioner of the 
NYS Department of Veteran Services and Lt. Col. James Hendon, Commissioner of the NYC Department of Veterans Services. God’s Love was 
also joined by supporters Craig Newmark and Jim Halpin.

This year, God’s Love We Deliver will cook and home-deliver 140,000 medically tailored meals to 600 veterans and their families. Following the 
briefing, the Secretary and guests volunteered in the kitchen, preparing meals for clients across the city who live with 200+ diagnoses. We thank 
Secretary McDonough, Senator Gillibrand, Craig Newmark, Jim Halpin, and our veteran services programs for their partnership and support. 

KATE JANESKI, CRAIG NEWMARK, FIMC CHAIR KAREN 
PEARL, VA SECRETARY MCDONOUGH, SENATOR 
GILLIBRAND, GOD’S LOVE PRESIDENT & CEO DAVID 
LUDWIGSON, JIM HALPIN AND DORELLA WALTERS

CLIENTS EFRIAM (L) AND NILS (R)
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This year’s sold-out, seventh annual Love Rocks NYC benefit 
concert for God’s Love We Deliver brought the house down at the 
historic Beacon Theatre with an electrifying night of live music. 
Since launching in 2017, the annual Love Rocks NYC concerts have 
brought together unique lineups of talent, raising more than $25 
million to date and helping to fund more than 2.5 million meals for our 
clients and their families.

Music legend James Taylor made his Love Rocks NYC debut 
headlining a memorable evening that also featured music icons Mavis 
Staples, Sheryl Crow, Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo, Warren Haynes, 
and the reunion of the John Mayer Trio. The four-hour plus concert 
extravaganza also showcased dynamic performances from rock and 
soul contemporary stars including St. Vincent, Rufus Wainwright, 
Gary Clark Jr., Jim James, Ledisi, Allison Russell, The War and Treaty 
and Bernie Williams. 

Other special guests included appearances by Stephen Colbert, 
Chevy Chase, Bill Murray, Phoebe Robinson, Gina Gershon, and 
David Burtka and Neil Patrick Harris.

Love Rocks NYC is executive produced by Nicole Rechter, Greg 
Williamson, and John Varvatos. Thank you to our presenting sponsor, 
Bloomberg Philanthropies; our title sponsors RJKB Foundation 
and the Secunda Family Foundation; and to the Altman Family 
Foundation, CAA Brand Management, The Campbell/Ribbecke 
Family, Condé Nast, Daily Provisions, DK Display Corp, Gramercy 
Tavern, On This Day, Shake Shack, RWE, Villa One Tequila, iHeart 
Media, The Wall Street Journal and Q104.3.

NEIL GIRALDO 
AND PAT BENATAR

SHERYL CROW AND JAMES TAYLOR

STEVE JORDAN, JOHN MAYER, AND PINO 
PALLADINO OF THE JOHN MAYER TRIO

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS GREG WILLIAMSON, 
NICOLE RECHTER AND JOHN VARVATOS

DAVID LUDWIGSON, CINDY SECUNDA, 
MELBA WILSON AND KAREN PEARL

PATRICIA SUH, DAVID 
LUDWIGSON AND 
TERRENCE MECK

E V E N T  R E C A P : 

Meals, Love, and Rock ‘n’ Roll  
at 7th Annual Love Rocks NYC

STEPHEN COLBERT

MICHAEL TROTTER JR. AND TANYA 
TROTTER OF THE WAR AND TREATY

KANDY KRAMER AND 
RICHARD YULMAN
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ELENNA CANLAS, ALLISON RUSSELL, 
AND GANESSA JAMES

TAMARA TUNIE, CANDY BONDER 
AND DAVID TERVEEN

ALEX BUSSENGER, 
MEGAN E. MAIRS, AND 
STEPHEN COVELLO

ST. VINCENT DURING FINALE

JAMES TAYLOR

CAROLINE FOX, KELLEY 
JAMES AND JACOB O’LEARY

RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 
AND MAVIS STAPLES

PHOEBE ROBINSON, JIMMY 
VIVINO AND IVAN NEVILLE

BERNIE WILLIAMS, 
PINO PALLADINO 
AND JIMMY VIVINO

THE RIBBECKE FAMILY AND 
SHARON DAMELIO

GARY CLARK JR.
DAVID BURTKA &  
NEIL PATRICK HARRIS

MIKE ANTHONY AND DANNY MEYER

LILIANA BROWN AND 
ISABELLE TRIMBLE

NEIL AND MARIKA BENDER, 
STEPHEN COVELLO AND 
TOM SECUNDA

CHEVY CHASE

STEVE SCHIRRIPA

PHOEBE ROBINSON

MICHAEL BEARDEN’S HORN ENSEMBLE

JIM JAMES

LOVE ROCKS NYC FINALE

LEDISI

DAVID LUDWIGSON, GREG WILLIAMSON, 
CRYSTAL MORRIS, BERNIE WILLIAMS 
AND JOHN VARVATOS

GINA GERSHON

FRANCI HANSEN

SHOSHANA BEAN BILL MURRAY
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Current Members
David Abramson
Gillis M. Addison
Carol G. Alexander
Elaine A. Anderson
Carol M. Anderson
Victoria Arzano
Nicholas Athanail and Tony Testa
Jens Audenaert and Amol Shah
Paul J. Backstrom and David S. Hutchison
Lawrence Balter and Karen M. Adams
Jordan M. Barbakoff
Paul Beirne
Tracy Bentley
Dayle Berke
Dorothea E. Blom
Eric Blomquist and Peter Webb
Christina J. Blythe
Jonathan H. Bond
Rebecca Bond
Richard A. Bradspies and Dore Everett
David Brandes
Mark S. Brashear and Jim Shreve
William O. Breedlove
Steven J. Brill
Brandon J. Bryant
Anna Louise Canario
Ann Marie Carollo
Daniel Carrier
Mary P. Carter
Peter B. Carzasty
Maria Caso
Brendan Cavanaugh
Annie Chan
Amy R. Chasanoff
Lloyd Cheu and Douglas N. Mintz
Jonathan S. Clark
John D. Claypoole and Frank Vazquez
George Cominskie and John D. Turner
Stephen Covello and Tao He
Cynthia Cox
Kendell J. Cronstrom
Kenneth H. Custer
Howard Davidson
Myles Davis
Nando de Carvalho and Luís Pereira
John DeRemigis
Gerald C. Deyounge
John M. Dimor
Max Dobens
Raven Dolling
Miriam Driot
Stephen A. Earle and Mitchell Gross
Joan Ermish
Lynda Feld and Eric Scheer
Richard Feldman and Jon Nathanson
Mindy Ferguson
Richard and Jeri Fink
Jim and Beth Fox
James D. Fox
Martin Friedman and John R. Musco
Cynthia Furgang
Timothy Gibson
Rhona Gilbert
Jon Gilman and James B. Learmonth
Denise and Michael Gilson
John Gotwalt
Norma Grant
John Gray
Arlene Greco

Howard L. Grier and Anton Dudley
Robert Gros
Lawrence Grossberg
Ann Gubiotti
Joan A. Harden
Trevor Hardwick
Sherry Harris and Michelle Horwitz
Richard W. Hatter
Brian P. Hotaling
Charles R. Hovland
John H. Humpstone
Jeffrey L. Jackman
Bryce Jenson
Robert P. Jepsen and Dean T. Lewallen
Adrian and Robert Kahan Leibowitz
Susan Kantrowitz
Linda Kates
Rick Kaufman
Christopher P. Kennedy
William Burke Kirkpatrick II
Barbara Kirsh
Raymond Klausen
Jeffrey M. Krauss and Deborah B. Vilas
Karen L. Krautheim
Barbara Kreisberg
Darleen M. Krimetz
Thomas R. Lalla and Giovanni Mancini
Mark H. Lanspa
Jeffrey A. Lawrence
Eugene A. Lefkowitz and Michael A. Nardi
Irving B. Lerner
Belinda Levychin
Kathryn Lewis
Charlie Lewis
Ann K. Lindenfeld
Andrew E. Linehan and Marguerite J. Franklin
Minna Lipkin
Richard and Mae Livesey
T.J. Luty
Marlene and Kenneth Malamy
Michael P. Mangone and John Strommer
Audrey and Lee Manners
Teresita Martinez
Charles and Giselle Masson
Deborah G. McMillan
Karen McNair
Michael Meagher and Daniel Romualdez
Carol Merkel
Laurence H. Merritt
Karen L. Miller
Bruce N. Miller
Dianne Molfetas
Helene Morrison
Christina Nelson
Chantal A. Newman
Michael R. Normile
Violet Orosz
Michele G. Ostrynski
Joseph Page, Jr.
James  L. Palazza
John L. Panarace
Nancy L. Parker
Arlene Pasquale
Donna Patrella
James and Dianne Patterson
Shelley A. Pennachio
James W. Pesavento
Jeffrey A. Pfeifle and David Granville
Karen M. Pohlig and Thomas W. Goodhue

Maria Polito
William Raff
Carol Rapoport
William R. Reader
Jerry L. Rehm
Robert Rizzo
Alan J. Rogers
Nicholas Rook
Randal Rosema
Naomi and D. Rosenthal
Paula A. Rossano
Arlyne Rothenberg
Margaret Russell
David Ryan
Michael Saint-Cyr
Michael L. Samuels
Eric Sanders
Donald M. Sayer
Janet K. Scapin
Richard T. Schack
Judith Schasberger
Mary Schwartz
Robin Schweitzer
David L. Scott
Kevin Scullin
Michael Sennott
Pauline Seto
Sam Shahid
Matthew G. Sherwin
Christopher Shuff
Lisa L. Simon
Robert R. Sinacore
Amiel L. Singer
Rajendra Singh
Shirley D. Singh
Thomas Skorupski
Fran C. Slater
Shana Smith
Niall Smith
Shannon D. Snead and Daniel R. Jones
Edward W. Snowdon, Jr. and  
Leon Gerald Violante

Robin C. Stark
Anthony Stefanoni
Dr. and Mrs. Emanuel Sternberg
Laurie Stewart
Robin V. Strasser
Dorothy S. Strauss
Glenn A. Stress and Michael Ginex
James F. Strickland
Lorrie I. Stuart
Patricia M. Suh
Lawrence K. Swehla
Alfred Szymanski
Michele M. Tanzella
Alexander Tedford and Andrew Wallace
David Terveen
Raymond W. Townsend and Richard Kaye
Josephine F. Tuffy
Tamara Tunie
Daisy Vasquez
Josephine Vella
Odette Veneziano and Linda Omelianchuk
Stefanie Vinopal
Edward Vladich
Sylvia Vogelman
Carol Faye Vorperian
Paul Walling and Laura de la Torre
Barbara Joan Wax Kassal
Lester C. Weingarten and Ned Allie
Virginia Weiss
Elliott Wengersky
Tom Whitburn
Rod Winterrowd
Eva Wirth
Vicente Wolf and Matthew Yee
Annie Wong
Monika Zuckermann

The Legacy Society is comprised of individuals who have chosen to support our work by 
including God’s Love in their estate plans. For more information, visit glwd.org/legacysociety.
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Ways to Give 

VANguard: By sponsoring a van for God’s Love 
We Deliver and joining our VANguard program, you 
will be with us each mile, providing meals that heal, 
and we will include your name and logo on the van.

VANguard PLUS: A van sponsorship along with 
underwriting one year of costs. We would not be 
able to home deliver more than 3.5 million medically 
tailored meals each year for our clients without our 
state-of-the-art refrigerated vans.

To learn more about the VANguard Program and 
VANguard PLUS, visit glwd.org/vanguard.

Legacy Society: The Legacy Society is 
comprised of individuals who have chosen 
to support our work by including God’s 
Love in their estate plans. Planned gifts, 
including bequests, create an opportunity 
to provide the much-needed resources that 
enable God’s Love to continue to serve New 
York City. Legacy Society members receive 
special recognition, as well as invitations to 
donor events and programs.

To learn more about the Legacy Society,  
visit glwd.org/legacysociety.

Tiles for Love: In 1993, 
God’s Love began our tile 
program. Tiles may be 
sponsored in honor or in 
memory of a loved one and 
are placed in our kitchen.

To learn more about  
Tiles for Love, visit  
glwd.org/tilesforlove.

The VANguard Program

Ingredients Serves 6-8

• 1 cup yogurt (or plant-based 
yogurt)

• 2 tbsp olive oil

• 1 large head cauliflower, cut into 
florets

• Tandoori Spice Mix

• Kosher salt, to taste

• Cilantro, for garnish

• Sliced red onions, for garnish

• Green chutney

Tandoori Spice Mix

• 1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

• 1/2 teaspoon garlic

• 1/2 teaspoon coriander

• 1/2 teaspoon ground cumin

• 1/2 teaspoon turmeric

• 1/2-3/4 teaspoon cayenne 
(depending on how spicy you 
want it)

• 1/2 teaspoon garam masala

• 1/2 teaspoon fenugreek powder

Method

1. Preheat your oven to 400 degrees and line a 
baking sheet with parchment paper.

2. In a large bowl, add the yogurt then spices. Mix 
to combine.

3. Toss the cauliflower florets with olive oil. Then 
transfer them to the bowl with the tandoori 
marinade until completely coated.

4. Add the cauliflower onto the tray, and spread 
out so every floret has personal space! Using a 
pastry brush, brush on any leftover marinade in 
the bowl.

5. Bake for about 35 to 40 minutes, tossing halfway 
through, until the florets are golden and crisp on 
the edges.

6. Garnish with cilantro and enjoy - serve with 
green chutney!

Featured 
Recipe:

You’ve likely seen Tandoori Chicken on menus 
at Indian restaurants, but Culinary Council 
member Samah Dada (@dadaeats) decided to give 
it a plant-based twist with her signature Tandoori 
Cauliflower! Cauliflower is high in vitamins C and K, 
and is also a good source of folate, which supports cell 
growth. Samah serves this up with a green chutney for 
extra brightness. 

Enjoy!

Tandoori 
Cauliflower
By Samah Dada,  
God’s Love Culinary Council

SAMAH DADA
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C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !

THE MISSION OF GOD’S LOVE WE DELIVER is to improve the  
health and well-being of people living with HIV/AIDS, cancer and other 
serious illnesses by alleviating hunger and malnutrition. We prepare and 
deliver nutritious, high-quality meals to people who, because of their 
illness, are unable to provide or prepare meals for themselves. We also 
provide illness-specific nutrition education and counseling to our clients, 
families, care providers and other service organizations. All of our 
services are provided free of charge to clients without regard to income.

GOD’S LOVE WE DELIVER
166 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013 
Tel: 212.294.8100 Fax: 212.294.8101   
godslovewedeliver.org

Make a Donation: 212.294.8142   
Volunteer: 212.294.8158   
Become a Client: 800.747.2023   
Special Events: 212.294.8162

genLOVE EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE
Kevin Bentley
Liliana Brown
Joshua Cohen
Nicholas Compagnone
Julia Cordry, Treasurer 
Sophie De Menil
Ryan Dell
Sara Greaves
Linda Greenberg
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Eryn Hughes
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Jonathan Lau, Chair
Emily Mathews
Manus McGuire
Dimitri Moise
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Joseph Dolce
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Richard Feldman
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Joseph Madigan
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Karen Naber
Jonathan Raiola
Alan Rogers
Margaret Russell
Cindy Secunda 
Lisa Sherman
David Stark
Sylvia Vogelman
Gregory Williamson
Paul Wilmot
Rod Winterrowd
Vicente Wolf

DIRECTORS
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Michael Anthony
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Rina Joshi
Michael Kors
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William Li
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Michael Meagher
Alfredo Paredes
Trupti Patel
Tangela Richter
Joan Rivers*
Ariana Rockefeller
Pedro L. Rodriguez
Andrew Rubin
Danielle Segal
Jan Siegmund
Marshall Sprung
David Terveen
Katy Williamson
Melba Wilson

*In Memoriam

CULINARY COUNCIL
Zoe Adjonyoh 
Liz Alpern 
Michael Anthony 
Dorothy Auer 
Marika Bender
Mark Bittman 
Renee Blackman 
David Burtka 
Dana Cowin 
Samah Dada 
Amanda Freitag 
Linda Goode Bryant 
Kyle MacLachlan
Daniel Metzger 
Natasha Pickowicz 
Lauren Radel 
Bill Ribbecke 
Mavis Jay Sanders 
Lee Schrager
Julia Turshen 
Irene Wong 
Zac Young 
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President & CEO
David Ludwigson
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Marla Hassner
Chief Operations Officer
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Chief Philanthropy Officer
Stephen Covello
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